Minority Institution Research Support

(MIRS) Program Hlstory

2002 - the Minority Institution Research Support
(MIRS) program was started by the NAI.

The objectives of the program are:

1) to increase the number of faculty from Minority
Serving Institutions (MSls) who are actively and
competitively engaged in astrobiology research
and related pursuits

2) toincrease the number of students from
underrepresented groups who successfully
pursue careers in astrobiology.
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2002 — 2005 - developed and managed by an NAI staff member

2005 — proposal from Tennessee State University, an HBCU,
managed the program through 2010

2010 — MIRS Cooperative Agreement Notice
2011 - 2013 the United Negro College Fund Special Program
Corporation was selected under a 4-year agreement. In 2013.

UNCF-SP had financial difficulties and was forced to close in late
2013.

NAI Central has managed the program since January 2014.



MIRS Program.. =

The program provides for:

e astipend for up to 10 weeks

* travel and lodging support

* an optional award following the sabbatical,
intended to support continuing the research
and involving students, and/or develop
astrobiology laboratories or curriculum at
the home institution.



MIRS Status - .

As of summer 2017, the MIRS Program has supported
30 faculty members from Minority Serving Institutions
(MSls) to participate in astrobiology research

Of the 30 MIRS Fellows, 20 were faculty at Historically
Black Colleges and Universities, 8 at Hispanic Serving
Institutions, and two at Native Serving Institutions. The
Fellows have remained engaged, some for over 10

years, and would all likely welcome an opportunity to
re-propose.
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