
“Searching for the Laws of Life”

Currently we do not know what life is, or whether there exist
universal laws - in the same sense the laws of physics and
chemistry are universal - that describe life. While this may not
matter so much for the study of life as it exists at present or in the
past on Earth, it is critically important in the field of astrobiology,
which seeks to understand life not just on Earth but anywhere in
the universe. In this talk I discuss new approaches to
understanding what universal principles might underlie living
matter, from what happens within individual cells up to the
planetary scale.
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